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Recovering Our 
Party's History 
Jason Felton, Chair 

Did you know that LBJ won 
Newaygo County in 1964?  
Or that Reuben Trask was 
our chairperson in 1884?  

Or that Marshall Wilkinson, a democrat, was 
county commissioner for a combined ten 
years?  These are just a few of the facts that 
I've discovered while researching our county 
party's history. 
 
I became interested in our history when I 
stumbled across a reference to Mr. Trask in a 
biographical album published in the 19th 
century.  Since then I've been compiling a list 
of county officers, elected officials and histori-
cal election results, among other things. 
 
But now I need your help!  If you have old 
minutes or other material from our party and 
are willing to let us make a copy of it, please 
let us know!  Our own records are fairly thin 
and I'd like to fill them out as much as possi-
ble. 
 
If you'd like to see what I've been able to find 
on the history of politics in Newaygo County, 
check out my blog at: 
http://newaygopoli.wordpress.com. 



 
Mark May 5th on your 
calendars for the 
school elections!  T h i s 
election will decide 
races for s c h o o l 
b o a r d s and bond 
p r o - posals across 
t h e county. If you wish 
t o vote absentee by mail 

you must have your 
application in by 
2:00pm on May 2nd, 
however you can vote 

a b - sentee in person or 
for an emergency up to 4:00pm on 
May 5th (see the Clerk's website 
for details).  Polls will be open from 
7:00am to 8:00pm.  Information on 
candidates and bond proposals can 
be found on the County Clerk's 
website at countyofnewaygo.com/
Clerk under the Elections/Elected 
Officials section. 
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 The news media likes 
to report the large numbers.  
The $187 BILLION stimulus 
package of which Michigan 
is to receive BILLION’S but 
where are the reports on 
what the results are locally. 
 In this past month two 
stimulus effects were an-
nounced but the media 
failed to make much notice 
of these events that will 
change the life style of many 
local residents. 
 Dr. Ismael Ahmed, 
Director of the Michigan De-
partment of Human Services 
announced that Food Assis-
tance allotments will be in-
creased 13.6% due to the 
stimulus bill.   

Food Assis tance 
more often known as Food 
Stamps is an Agriculture De-
partment program to assist 
those whose income has 
fallen so low that providing 
food for their families is dif-
ficult. They can only be used 
to buy food grown in the 
USA.  In December there 

were 7,787 Food Stamp re-

cipients in the county. 

Food Stamp expendi-

THE  

STIMULUS PACKAGE 

in Newaygo County 
By Dallas Dean, Vice chair, Newaygo 

County Department of Human Services  

tures in Newaygo County for 
2008 was $7,857,752.00.  
The average recipient re-
ceives $84.00 per month   
An increase of 13.6% is 
$11.42 per month to be 
spent on food by county 
residents.  

We also know Food 
Stamp recipients jumped by 
11% from October to De-
cember, 2008.  The most re-
cent data available for the 
county is February during 
which we expended 
$862.166.00 worth of food 
benefits, X 12 months = 
$10,345,992.00 for the year. 

Multiplying that by 
the 13.6% increase equates 
to annual increase of 
$1,407,055.00. 

Every $5 of new 
benefits spent in communi-
ties generates $9.20 in total 
economic activity, accord-
ing to the State Department 
of Human Services.   

That means Newaygo 
County will see an overall 
economic infusion of an ad-
ditional $2,588,981.00 from 
just this aspect of the stimu-
lus package. 



(The above infor-
mation came from James 
McCormick, Director, Ne-
waygo County Department 
of Human Services). 
 The second an-
nouncement is the $25.00 
weekly increase in unem-
ployment benefits.  The 
benefit is based on past 
earnings many receive 
much less than the maxi-
mum.  A person earning 
$10.00 per hour and work-
ing 40 hours a 
week would get 
$213 per week in 
benefits.  That will 
now increase to 
$228.00 a week. 
The maximum 

benefit is in-

creased to $387.00 

per week. 
A c c o r d i n g 

to the Michigan De-
partment of Labor and 
Economic Growth states 
the Unemployment rate in 
Newaygo County was 
13.4% in January.  There 
were 3,010 people receiv-
ing unemployment bene-

fits in Newaygo County 

in January 2009.  Each of 
them will receive $25.00 
each week in increased 
unemployment benefits as 
long as they are eligible 
and eligibility has been 

extended to 79 weeks. 
 3010 X $25 = $75,250.00 
income increase for our county 
each week.  The total increase 
for the year if the rate of job-
less does not change will be 
$75,250 X 52 weeks will equal  
$3,913,000.00 increase income 
for the county’s unemployed.. 
 Consider this, if there 
were no unemployment bene-
fits, no food stamps, no Social 
Security or any of the many 
“Safety Net Programs” we 

have today would this 
be considered the 
NEW GREAT DEPRES-
SION? 
 Social Security 
was enacted by a De-
mocratic President, 
Franklin Roosevelt with 
a Democratic Con-
gress in 1935.  Unem-
ployment Insurance on 
a national level was en-

acted as part of the same bill.   
Much of the “Safety 

Net” we have today was part of 
“The Great Society Program” 
that was enacted by Democ-

ratic President, Lyndon John-
son and a Democratic Con-
gress.  

Perhaps the greatest 
weapon we have to recover 
from this economic downturn 
is a Democratic President, 
Barack Obama and a Democ-

ratic Congress. 



CHK NO: _______________ MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES: _____________ 
DATE: ________________ 
AMOUNT: ______________ 

NEWAYGO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

TITLE: _____ NAME: _________________________________ 
TITLE: _____ NAME: _________________________________ 
HOME ADDRESS: ___________________________________ 
POST OFFICE BOX:__________________________________ 
CITY: _______________ STATE: ______ ZIP CODE: _______ 
HOME TELEPHONE:___________ HOME FAX:____________ 
HOME E-MAIL ADDRESS:___________________________ _ 
CITY/TOWNSHIP IN WHICH YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE:___________ 

OCCUPATION:_____________________________________________  
   *OPTIONAL (OCCUPATION INFORMATION REQUIRED ONLY FOR 
     MEMBERS CONTRIBUTING $200 OR MORE IN ONE CALENDAR YEAR) 

BUSINESS ADDRESS:________________________________ 
CITY: _______________ STATE: _____ ZIP CODE: ________ 
WORK TELEPHONE: ___________ WORK FAX:___________ 
WORK E-MAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________ 

 

PLEASE SELECT ONLY ONE OPTION 

MAIL ALL INFORMATION TO MY: HOME ___ BUSINESS ____ 
□ SINGLE $8.00 □ COUPLE $10.00 □ OTHER$_________ 

□ I CAN NOT MAKE A CONTRIBUTION AT THIS TIME BUT   

WISH TO BECOME A MEMBER 
 

PLEASE MAIL YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND CONTRIBUTION TO: 

THE NEWAYGO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

BOX 146 

NEWAYGO, MICHIGAN 49337 
PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER – PAYABLE TO NEWAYGO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS VALID FOR ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE WE RECEIVE YOUR APPLICATION 

 
Your contribution may be used in connection with local, State and federal elections and is 
subject to the prohibitions and limitations of the Federal Election Campaign Act. Federal 
Law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, mailing address, oc-
cupation and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calen-
dar year. DONATIONS ARE NOT U.S. TAX DEDUCTIBLE 


